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The Edge Connection, was the first community collaborative Microenterprise training 

center in the nation. As a member of the Cobb Community Collaborative, the non-profit center 
was created in 1997 through the combined efforts of four Cobb County organizations, The Center 
for Family Resources; United Way in Cobb County; The YWCA of Northwest Georgia; and 
Kennesaw State University’s Coles College of Business, to teach aspiring entrepreneurs and 
small business owners throughout the Metro Atlanta area how to launch, grow, or sustain a 
business. 
 
Microenterprise is a nationally recognized poverty alleviation strategy, one that focuses on a 
person’s talents and strengths, offering a means to self-determination and self-sufficiency.    As 
an SBA Women’s Business Center, The Edge Connection has expanded its micro-business 
programs to include services for growth businesses.  The center now offers a variety of training 
opportunities, from its entry level Exploring Entrepreneurship class for aspiring entrepreneurs, 
through Advanced Business Training advanced courses for growth business owners seeking bank 
loans, certifications, and procurement opportunities.   
 
In addition to training and in the spirit of the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize winner and micro-lender 
Muhammad Yunus of Grameen Bank, The Edge Connection offers clients’ business consultation, 
micro-loans, lending partner referrals, loan packaging assistance, women/minority business 
certification assistance, grant preparedness avenues, and a variety of support and alumni services. 
 

• Orientations: The Edge Connection conducts free information sessions weekly. 
 

• Exploring Entrepreneurship: Provides expert help on evaluating and preparing your 
business idea for market.  This offering will help you answer important questions - e.g. Is 
entrepreneurship a good fit for me?  What kind of business should I start?  How can I best 
test my business idea?  Bi-weekly offering @ $30. 

  

• Plan For Success:  12 week Business Plan Training.  Work with expert facilitators and 
consultants to create a business plan for your business!   Fees for this class are based on 
income and typically range from $75 - $375.  Katrina evacuees and TANF/at-risk TANF 
fees are currently $58. Alumni clients of this program receive a benefit of 6 months 
Attorney, Financial, and Technology consultations. 

 

• Advanced Business Courses: In-depth business workshops on various topics and ancillary 
needs essential to business owners, particularly relating to marketing, growth, human 
resources, financial literacy, technology and legal compliance.   

 
Interested in partnering with The Edge Connection to Empower and Develop Georgia’s 
Entrepreneurs through your philanthropic resources, client referrals or other means?  Need a free 
diagnostic consultation or assessment of your small business or micro-business? Want to reach 
and network with The Edge’s Alumni graduates and over 1000 of their clients?  Call us now!  
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The Edge Connection – Key Metrics 

1999-2006 

 
- 975 clients received training and/or technical assistance. 

- More than 700 client businesses launched or grown. 

- 652 graduating from 36 hours of business planning and development training. 

- More than 3,000 hours of technical assistance and consultation. 

- One-year outcomes tell us 96% of our business owners are still in business. 

- Three-year outcomes report 82% of the business still in operation. 

- 71%  of our business owners report an increase in income in three years. 

- More than 2 million dollars has been leveraged to provide access to capital to start 
sustain and grow businesses. 

 

- During 2005-2006 clients report Economic Impact of more than $17 million 
dollars in revenue. 

 
Local Supporters 

 
• United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta 

• Atlanta Women’s Foundation 

• Community Foundation of Metropolitan Atlanta 

• Cobb Community Foundation 

• Governor’s Office of Economic Development 

• GA Department of Human Resources 

• GA Department of Labor 

• Cobb County Board of Commissioners 

• City of Marietta City Council 

• DeKalb County Board of Commissioners 

• The Edge Connection Board of Directors (www.theedgeconnection.com/board.htm) 
• Coles College of Business – Kennesaw State University 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

• Adopt a Business 

– Board Directors Initiative 
– Target: Individual and Corporate Donors  
– Launch date:  November 15, 2006 

 
• NxLevel® Entrepreneurial Training 

– Social Enterprise Venture 
– Target: Diversity Suppliers Directors of Fortune 100 and 500 Corporations 
– Launch date:  October 27, 2006 


